
Anatomy of an RFID tag

True visibility
Metrc’s proprietary radio-frequency identification (RFID) 
plant tags are reliable, resilient, and data-rich to drive 
efficient regulatory compliance and optimize business and 
cultivation processes.

Due to its ability to provide a large volume of information in 
a short amount of time when scanned, RFID is the leading 
technological offering capable of capturing enough data to 
secure a supply chain on its own. When this technology is 
combined with individual plant tagging, businesses gain the 
ability to assign a unique digital identity (or “digital twin”) to 
identify, authenticate, track, sense, and engage with each 
plant seamlessly.

Features
Each tag is fitted with RFID technology 
chips that carry proprietary coding 
about the plants they are assigned to, 
and this embedded data is mirrored in 
Metrc’s database. Each tag also includes 
supplemental information

1.	 Facility Name: Located at the top of the 
tag and pre-printed prior to shipment

2.	 Order Number: Associated with tag 
orders placed through Metrc*

3.	 Facility License Number (Facility ID): 
Denotes the ID issued once a business is 
licensed to operate**

4.	 Location: Physical location of the 
regulated environment, such as a state, 
district, or territory

5.	 Hex ID: An assigned alpha-numeric 
unique identifying number (UID) used 
to locate the associated tracked item 
within the Metrc system

6.	 Barcode: An alternative way to access 
information contained on the RFID tag, 
this feature can be used in conjunction 
with the dynamic location-based 
capabilities of the RFID solution

7.	 Product classification: Located along 
the edge of the tag, cannabis is tagged 
and classified in Metrc in the following 
ways: Cannabis (Blue) — which is often 
referred to as adult use— Medical 
(Yellow), and Hemp (Pink)

*Metrc Support will require this number when 
addressing any potential issue with a tag order.

**If a business operates in multiple physical 
locations, each will require a unique facility ID.



RFID inlay
Encased within the polylith layer is the RFID inlay, which 
stores the unique ID for each plant and links to plant data. 

Tag strap
The Metrc strap, now made with sustainable materials, is 
used with plant tags to properly tag and identify individual 
plants within the vegetative or flowering phases. It is 
recommended to securely fasten the tag and strap, like a 
zip tie, to the lowest branch at the bottom of the stalk. The 
tag should be exposed and clearly visible for maximum 
effectiveness. 

More details about our tags

For more information, please visit metrc.com

Unmatched 
advantages
Efficiency

•	 Real-time product status, tracking, 
and location data to ensure a strong 
chain of custody with accurate, easily 
verifiable data

•	 Metrc RFID tags are passive, meaning 
they do not require an integrated 
energy supply

•	 Turnkey scanning lets regulators track, 
verify, and record information on 
dozens of plants in seconds; Industry 
users utilizing an RFID Integrator can 
realize these same benefits

Security

•	 Carries up to 100x more data than 
20-character limit barcode systems

•	 Nearly impossible to counterfeit, unlike 
barcodes

•	 Quick location of misplaced plants or 
packages

Durability

•	 Shelf life of up to one year

•	 Waterproof and resistant to high 
temperatures and chemical exposure

*Appropriate disposal and recycling options 
may vary by community. For guidance 
on proper recycling or disposal, we 
recommend consulting your state or local 
waste management authority to determine 
the options available in your area.

Metrc tags are designed exclusively 
for identification and tracking 
purposes and are engineered for 
durability and performance across 
cultivation environments. 

Plant tag layers: Polypropylene and 
polyethlene, commonly recycled* 
plastics.

RFID inlay: Embedded chip and 
0.75” x 3.5” antenna storing 

proprietary data about the plants and packages they are 
assigned to, which is mirrored in Metrc’s database.

Passive technology: No internal power source required.

Sample plant tag

Not all states use Metrc straps


